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“This state is a national leader in combating climate change 
… we are taking unprecedented efforts one more step 
toward a cleaner and greener New York,” the Governor said. 
“This funding will advance large-scale energy projects, 
continue to build a clean energy economy, and generate 
opportunity for New Yorkers for generations to come.
We will cut costs to consumers, create jobs and combat 
climate change for the coming generations."

NY State Renewable Energy Initiative

Goal of 50% Renewables by 2030
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March 13, 2018 – Albany

"This Sullivan County project will deliver energy savings to 
residents throughout the Mid-Hudson Valley region, while 
supporting the establishment of a cleaner, greener New York 
for all," the governor said. 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-co
mpletion-largest-community-solar-project-new-york-state

New York Announces Completion of 
Largest Community Solar Project in 
New York State
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What Is Community Solar?
The New York Community Solar Program was approved and enacted by the Public Service 
Commission in 2015. It is part of the New York Reforming the Energy Vision (“REV”) initiative, which 
has the goal of having 50% of the State’s electricity generated from renewable sources by the year 
2030.
In New York a Community Solar project is a commercial scale electricity generator with a maximum 
generating capacity of 5 MWac, which is large enough to power approximately 1,000 homes and is 
built on 20-25 acres of open land.
Community Solar allows residents, businesses, and municipalities who cannot or prefer not to site 
solar on their own property to participate directly in off-site projects through remote net metering. 
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Community Solar

• Allows homeowners, renters, and businesses to 
participate in solar regardless of income, credit, or 
ability to install a solar array on their own property

 
• Built on an open field

• Interconnects with the utility to offload the electricity 
into the local utility grid

• Electricity is provided to customers the same way it is 
today through the existing electric facilities 
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Who can participate?

• Home owners

• Small businesses

• Renters

• NYSEG and RGE customers with a kwh (kilowatt hour) 
meter

• Large business (demand meter) program available also
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Benefits for residential and small 
commercial meters

• 10% discount off NYSEG or RGE kwh rate on 
non-demand accts. 

• Fixed, discounted rate that won’t change
• Access to green energy the easy way
• No panels on your property and nothing to maintain
• No added fees, cancel any time at no cost
• Supports local jobs
• Increased tax revenue for municipality
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Benefits for large commercial and demand 
meters

• Minimum of 100,000 kwh (total of multiple meters)
• 5% discount off NYSEG or RGE kwh rate on demand 

meters.
• Fixed, discounted rate that won’t change
• Access to green energy the easy way
• No panels on your property and nothing to maintain
• No added fees, only savings.
• Cancel any time with six months notice at no cost
• 2 year term, renews with mutual consent 
• Supports local jobs
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Why participate in Community Solar?

• Discount off NYSEG or RGE kwh rate 

• Fixed, discounted rate that won’t change

• Access to green energy the easy way

• No panels on your property and nothing to maintain

• No added fees, cancel any time at no cost

• Supports local jobs
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Environmental Impact of Solar

• 5 million pounds of carbon is removed from the 
environment annually. The equivalent of:

• 350-400 cars removed from the roads
• 5.7 million miles driven
• 2.5 million pounds of coal burned
• 270,000 gallons of gasoline consumed

• Per member, this equates to:
• 12,500 pounds of carbon per year
• 14,250 miles driven
• 6,250 pounds of coal burned
• 675 gallons of gasoline consumed



https://www.epa.gov/energy/greenhouse-gas-equivalencies-ca
lculator

https://www.epa.gov/energy/greenhouse-gas-equivalencies-calculator
https://www.epa.gov/energy/greenhouse-gas-equivalencies-calculator


Every subscriber to 
Community Solar takes 
the equivalent of one 
car off the road on 
average for the life of 
the project!
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Project overview

• Each system produces 2 to 5 MW of power
• 2MW projects serve 350-400 homes and small businesses

• 8,000 – 9,000 panels per project
• Approx 10 acres (generally open land)

• Interconnects with local utility and offloads power produced 
directly to the grid

• Capacity available for large commercial anchor accounts as 
well

• Built predominantly on open land
• No herbicides or pesticides
• Decommissioning agreement with municipality to cover the 

cost to return the land to original state
• Sites are farmed (sheep, hay, possibly bees and pollinator 

friendly environments)
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Projects Complete
Baer Road Solar Farm 
Callicoon, NY

Sackett Lake Solar Farm 
Monticello, NY

Pool Brook Solar Farm 
Laurens, NY

And many more …
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Gaskill Project

• 6.954 MWdc
• Approx. 20,000 panels
• Serves approx. 1000 customers
• Approx. 29 acres
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● 2.7 MWdc
● Serves approx. 350 residents
● Project is complete and full
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Eligibility Requirements 

• NYSEG and RGE Service Class residential and small 
business non-demand meters 

• Minimum of 1,000 kwh annually
• Must be in the same utility as the project
• Customers with grid-connected solar on their property 

are not eligible
• Credit Requirements: Soft credit check with 600 FICO 

for residential and small commercial accts. Credit 
rating for commercial accts. Customers with positive 
utility payment histories will also be considered.
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How does it work?
1 – Customers who enroll are allocated a % of the project. Complete the sign 

up form or visit DelawareRiverSolar.com. 
2 - DRS projects produce power offloaded directly to the grid.
3 - Members of the project receive credits on their utility bill based on their 

monthly allocation of solar production.
4 - DRS bills customers for the credits applied to their bill each month at a 

discount off the electric rate for the bill period. 



Renewable. Responsible. Local.

Requirements for the Municipal Accounts

• Small commercial non-demand meters qualify for 10% 
discount

• Demand meters qualify for 5% discount
• Two year term; renews with mutual consent at the 

same terms
• Minimum of 1,000 kwh annually per meter.
• Limitations for large demand meters based on project 

size.
• Municipality may pay with ach bank payment online or 

with credit card.
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Estimated Savings
The Town of Andes currently has 10 electric meters that qualify for 
community solar. Approximately 575,649 kilowatt hours can be 
allocated to our projects. Community solar credits can only be 
applied to NYSEG billed charges. If the billing is all on the NYSEG 
bill, the following savings are estimated
• Year 1 Savings:  $2,031.64
• 25 Year Savings: $50,791.03 (without a credit value escalator)
• Annual carbon offset: 897,297 pounds

These estimates assume:
• 5% discount to value of bill credits on demand meters and 10% 

on non-demand.
• Based on all billing on the NYSEG bill. 
• Meters remain on project for the 25 year lifespan of the project.
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Summary of Town of Andes Accounts
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https://www.epa.gov/energy/greenhouse-gas-equivalencies-calculator

Greenhouse Gas Savings



NYSEG Billing w/ Community Solar
• This sample bill shows how the solar 

bill credits are applied to the NYSEG 
utility bill.

• 303 credits applied to bill
• Each month NYSEG will credit the 

electric accounts enrolled based on 
the number of credits applied and the 
monetary value of a credit.

• DRS will bill you the following month 
for the credits that NYSEG applied to 
your electric account at the 
discounted rate.

• DRS will provide consolidated billing 
with a summary of each account, the 
credits, discounts, and carbon offset.



DRS Bill

• DRS will bill you the following month 
for 303credits.

• At the discounted rate for the credits 
that NYSEG applied to your electric 
accounts.

• Consolidated billing is available for 
multi-account holders.



How are my savings calculated?
• Each month you will receive solar bill credits on your NYSEG bill. DRS will bill you 

for those credits at a 5% discount. For example, NYSEG applies $100 worth of bill 
credits to your electric account, and DRS charges you $95 for those credits the 
following month.

Am I still a NYSEG customer?
• Yes, you will receive the same service from NYSEG and remain a NYSEG customer. 

There will be no interruptions to your service in any way. NYSEG works with us to 
apply the bill credits to your account.

Does community solar benefit the local community?
• Yes. In addition to providing local jobs and financial savings on community 

member's electricity bills, DRS's projects benefit the local communities financially 
through additional property taxes that go to the local towns, counties, and school 
districts.

If I receive my electric supply from an Energy Service Company (ESCO). Can I still 
participate?
• Yes, community solar is a separate program and does not restrict you from getting 

electric supply from an ESCO. If the ESCO charges are billed on the utility’s bill, 
those charges are eligible for the community solar credits as well.

How Do I Sign Up?
• Contact Andy Cahill 
• andy.cahill@Delawareriversolar.com

mailto:andy.cahill@Delawareriversolar.com
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Town of Andes 
Outreach Campaign

$100 gift card per account 
or donated to a 

community charity fund

Up to 5 accounts per customer at sign up. Remaining 
gift cards sent after first invoice payment received.
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That’s it

• No added cost, no hassle, no catch!

• Clean, renewable solar power

• Locally produced

• Provided to you at a discount

Renewable. Responsible. Local.
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For questions or to sign up?

Andy Cahill
Community Outreach Coordinator

845-586-2058
andy.cahill@DelawareRiverSolar.com

www.DelawareRiverSolar.com
Facebook.com/DelawareRiverSolar


